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MINUTES OF A REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2013 – 6:00 P.M. - ROCKVILLE CITY HALL 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jeff Hagen.  Roll Call was taken and the  

following members were found to be present:  Mayor Hagen, Council members Susan Palmer, 
Don Simon, Randy Volkmuth & Duane Willenbring.  Absent: None.  
 
Staff members present were:  Administrator/Clerk Rena Weber & Maintenance Worker Aarron 
Dingmann. 
 
Others present were:   Toni Honer, Paul Wirth, Tudie Hermanutz, Ev Balko & Rick Tallman.   
Vince Schaefer, Jerry Leese, & Ken Heim 

OPEN FORUM 
 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: Motion by Member Simon, second by Member Palmer, to 
approve the additions to the agenda for discussion purposes. 

1. Schedule Public Hearing on final assessments for 10/16/13 – 6:30 p.m. 
2. Engineer’s Report on 2014 project costs. 
3. Negotiating Team – special meeting. 
4. Dale Hommerding – request extension of IUP 
5. Paul Wirth – update on meeting with FEMA 

AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – Motion by Member Palmer, second by Member Volkmuth, to approve 
the consent agenda as presented: 

a) Approve minutes of 8/21/13 
b) Approve Treasurer’s Report of 9/11/13 
c) Approve List of Bills and Additions 

Accounts Payable CK #014701 to 14738  $162,987.31    
       Payroll CK #004528 to 004534         5,062.98   
       EFT #000755 to 000757         3,079.74     

AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 

 
BOARD/STAFF REPORT 

POLICE DEPARTMENT – 37 contract hours were reported.  
 
PARK & RECREATION BOARD - Paul Wirth was present to report on the meeting with FEMA. 
They viewed the two sites: Community Ball Park & Eagle Park.  They walked and GPS’d every 
tree, identified widow makers and reported that they will approve the full grant. 
 
SAW LOG PERMITS PROCESS – Paul had previously provided an application form and process 
for disposal of the downed treed in Eagle Park.   
 Motion by Member Palmer, second by Member Willenbring, to approve the saw log 
permitting process as presented.  
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSSION – Chair Toni Honer reported on the following: 
LUKE & NICOLE GREINER – VARIANCE  
 76.42142.0047: Owner:  Luke Greiner 
 Property Address: 25901 Burg Street, St. Cloud, MN  
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Variance(s) Requested:  
1. Variance to construct a 30’ x 40’ unattached garage and to locate it in the front yard of 

property Burg Street.   
Construction Requests: 

1. Construct new unattached garage and match the existing residential structure. 
Relevant Information: 

1. Property contains 90,000 sf of which 22,500 is allowed – proposed will be 5790  
2. This property has had issues with drainage in the past, however, as part of the Burg 

Street Improvement – a berm is being constructed to keep the storm water in the ditch 
as opposed to running over the top of land. 

Recommendations: 
1. Staff did work Mr. Greiner to locate the garage in the rear yard, however, the lay of the  

land would not allow for the location in the rear without placing a lot of fill. 
Consider approval as this neighborhood has large wooded lots and should not be a 
problem.  
 
Chair Honer reported the Planning Commission reviewed the request and determined 

that there are other garages in this area located in the front yard due to the large size lots.  Also, 
the lay of the land does not make is economical to locate it in the rear.  The Planning Commission 
recommends approval.  

Member Volkmuth introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-27 

A RESOLUTION GRANTING A VARIANCE FROM REAR YARD REQUIREMENTS. 
 
WHEREAS, A request has been received from Luke Greiner for a variance from rear yard 
requirements to construct a 30’  x 40’ unattached accessory structure in the R-1 District, 
and to locate it in the front yard, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Proper notification and publication had been given, and; 
 
WHEREAS, all persons were given an opportunity to be heard on said request. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE, STEARNS 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA: 

1. Said request is hereby approved to construct the 30’ x 40’ unattached 
accessory structure and to place it in the front yard. 

2. Said approval will not create undue hardship, is a unique circumstance, 
and applies to the individual property. 

3. That granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, 
safety, comfort and general welfare of the City. 

4. The drainage and mitigation plan as presented including an additional plan 
to treat the storm water from the new structures will be constructed and 
maintained.  

 The motion for the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member Willenbring 
with the following vote being taken. 
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
SUELLEN PURLEE – VARIANCE – 
 76.41653.0500: Owner: Suellen Purlee  
 Property Address: 11326 Grand Lake Road 

Variance(s) Requested:        
1.  Variance to construct a 3’ x 5’ addition to the roof overhang and to locate it on property         
     abutting Grand Lake – General Development Lake. 
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2. Impervious Surface – Total lot area is 27,800 sf of which 28% would be covered including 
the overhang.  With the addition impervious surface exceeds the 20% by 2052 sf and 
3442 sf of the 15%.   

Construction Requests: 
1. Construct additional roof overhang to the road side of the house. 

Relevant Information: 
1. This property is located within the 1000’ Shoreland Overlay District. 
2.    Property contains 27,800 square feet more or less.   
3. 8 notices of public hearing were sent out. 
4. Administrator did not request a certificate of survey for the this request, but surely there 

is a lot of impervious surface that was placed here by the previous owner.  
Recommendation: 

1. This requires 1variance on a non-conforming lot that was in place before the ordinance 
was adopted.   30,000 sf is the minimum lot size required for a single family dwelling. 

2. This is a relatively small variance, but staff recommends that mitigation occur such as 
removal of some of the driveway going down the lake.  Suellen has done work in the 
beach area to correct drainage problems. 

 
Chair Honer reported the Planning Commission approved the request with the stipulation that   

overhang has rain gutters all around and rain barrels be installed underground.  The notice of 
public hearing stated she was adding a 5’ x 3’= 15’ overhang and after the fact changed it to 42 
square feet.  It was suggested that she remove 42sf of concrete at the end of the driveway by the 
lake, however, the concrete has been there so long removing the concrete would only become 
padded down grass from the cars driving to the garage.  This was thrown out. 
 Rena Weber reported that there is a catch basin which drains to the lake which should be 
removed.  
 Chair Honer indicated that the PC did not know that, but there opinion would not change. 
 Motion by Member Palmer, second by Member Willenbring, to approve overhang 
with rain gutters draining to the rain barrel with further condition that  42 square feet 
concrete is removed  and returned to green space and furthermore the catch basin drain 
to the lake removed. 

Member Simon asked if there are rain gutters on the house now – yes  
Have they considered concrete that water goes through? 

Member Willenbring indicated they could change the deck to wider space to make it 
permeable. 

Member Palmer suggested they remove the drain too and have conversation with home 
owner as to other ways to mitigate. 

Member Willenbring pulled his 2nd due to the drain removal as it was grandfathered in. 
There are other means to fix this. 
 Mayor Hagen then seconded the motion. 
 Member Palmer introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-28 
 A RESOLUTION GRANTING A VARIANCE IN THE SHORELAND DISTRICT. 

 
WHEREAS, A request has been received from Suellen Purlee for a variance from  

Impervious Surface requirements to add a 42 square foot overhang in the R-1 District, and; 
WHEREAS, said structure exceeds impervious surface at 28%, and;  
WHEREAS, Proper notification and publication had been given, and; 
WHEREAS, all persons were given an opportunity to be heard on said request. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE, 

STEARNS COUNTY, MINNESOTA: 
1. Said request is hereby approved to add the 42 square foot overhang with 

conditions that mitigation action be done: 
 a.  Removal of catch basin that drains to the lake. 
 b.  Removal of 42 square feet of concrete and changed back to green 

space. 
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 c.  Rain gutters are attached to the overhang and drain to a rain barrel. 
2. Said approval will not create undue hardship, is a unique circumstance, 

and applies to the individual property. 
3. That granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, 

safety,  comfort and general welfare of the City. 
4. The shingles shall match the main structure.  

 The motion for the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Mayor Hagen with 
the following vote being taken:  
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
  
JOHN & SANDRA VOGT – VARIANCE 
Property Address: 25971 99th Avenue – St. Cloud 
Variance(s) Requested:  

1. Variance to keep two corn cribs in addition to two accessory structures on property. 
2. Said request is to exceed the number of allowed accessory structures on a lot (2).   

Construction Requests: 
1. Keep two corn cribs for possible housing of birds (peacocks). 

Relevant Information: 
1. Property contains 5 acres more or less.   
2. 5 notices of public hearing were sent out. 
3. This property was zoned Ag-40 before it became a part of the city.  
4. Per Mr. Vogt the corn cribs were on the property, however, they have been moved and 

used for shelter. Looking at aerial (picture was taken in 2005) it doesn’t show the corn 
cribs on property.  

5. Property is Zoned “R-1”  
6. Under Section 17: “R-1” Single Family Residential District Subdivision 4: Conditional 

Uses - Animal Feedlots subject to provisions of Stearns County Feedlot Ordinance and 
further farm animals may be allowed on lots that are 5 Acres or more in size subject to an 
Interim Use Permit and at a maximum density of .50 animals per acre.  Any building 
where farm animals are kept shall be setback a distance of 100 Feet from the property 
line or road easement.   

7. Mr. Vogt would like to put animals on his property and would still like to rezone the 
property back to agricultural, but does not have 40 Acres and to rezone to RR would still 
require a variance for (4) accessory structures. 

8. Under the RR – with 5 acres he would be allowed one animal unit.   
According to Becky Schlorf-Von Holdt: 
1 animal unit = 1,000 pounds.  
“Exotic bird” does not tell us much, but it is likely that 2 pairs would not equal 1,000 
pounds.  

Recommendation: 
1. Rena advertised for a variance because of Relevant Information (7).     

 
Chair Honer reported that the Planning Commission suggested this property be re-zoned to 

Rural Residential with an ordinance change allowing more than 2 accessory structures.  Corn crib 
is not defined in the ordinance.   The Planning Commission did recommend approval of the two 
accessory structures and 2 corn cribs. 
  Member Willenbring motioned to approve the variance. 
Discussion was held on: 

a)  It must be rezoned within one year, and that the intent is to have the RR amended to 
allow more accessory structures on a percentage basis and no additional expense to John for the 
hearing.   
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Member Palmer indicated we are doing this backwards – we should rezone this first and 
then determine the number of allowed accessory structures.  

Toni Honer reported that we need to revise the ordinance first and then allow John Vogt 
to rezone without paying for another fee - $200.   

Member Willenbring introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-29 

 A RESOLUTION GRANTING A VARIANCE FROM THE NUMBER OF ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES ALLOWED. 

 
WHEREAS, A request has been received from John and Sandy Vogt for a variance from  
Number of Accessory Structures allowed requirements to retain two corn cribs in addition 
to two accessory structures already built in the R-1 District, and; 
 
WHEREAS, Proper notification and publication had been given, and; 
 
WHEREAS, all persons were given an opportunity to be heard on said request. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE, STEARNS 
COUNTY, MINNESOTA: 

1. Said request is hereby approved to retain the two corn cribs in addition to 
two accessory structures with the stipulation that:  
a)  It must be rezoned within one year and that the intent is to have the 
Rural Residential zoning ordinance amended to allow more accessory 
structures 
b)  There will be no additional expense to John Vogt to rezone  

2. Said approval will not create undue hardship, is a unique circumstance, 
and applies to the individual property. 

3. That granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, 
safety, comfort and general welfare of the City. 

 The motion for the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Mayor Hagen with 
the following vote being taken: 
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER – Toni Honer reported that Vince Schaefer applied to 
become a member and the Planning Commission recommends approval. 
 Motion by Member Volkmuth, second by Member Willenbring, to appoint Vince 
Schaefer to the Planning Commission as presented. 
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
FINAL ASSESSMENT HEARING – Motion by Member Volkmuth, second by Member Simon, 
to schedule the final assessment hearing for 10/16/13 at 6:30 p.m.  Resolution attached 
and marked Exhibit A. 
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS RFA – Rena Weber and Don Simon requested the following:  
Please approve the low bid of S & A Tree Techs for grinding of the large pile of tree branches: 
S & A   $9600 & $1500 mobilization = $11,100 
Kemble Inc.  $13,125  
There still is the cost to haul the ground up chips away. 
Funding: FEMA eventually   
E  101-43100-318  
Budget Amendment:   Increase budget by $11,100    
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 Motion by Member Palmer, second by Member Simon, to approve the low bid of S 
& A with the condition that Mayor Hagen and Administrator Weber can award the bid to the 
second high bidder in the event S & A backs out. 
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
2014 PROPOSED BUDGET AND TAX LEVY – Member Palmer presented the budget and tax 
levy for review citing the fact the city will receive an additional $60,000 in LGA.  This will go into 
the general fund for road maintenance.  So while the budget went up the taxes should not.  This 
budget also includes 1 ½% in COLA which the Finance Committee recommends be approved. 
 Member Palmer introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-26 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING PROPOSED TAX LEVY 

RESOLUTION APPROVING 2013 TAX LEVY, COLLECTIBLE IN 2014 
Be it resolved by the council of the City of Rockville, County of Stearns, Minnesota, that the 
following sums of money be levied for the current year, collectible in 2014, upon taxable property 
in the City of Rockville, for the following purposes: 
CITY OF ROCKVILLE SUPPLEMENT TO REGULAR 
2011 LEVY FORM 
CERTIFIED LEVY LEVY AMOUNT 
LEVY PURPOSE (PLEASE ROUND TO WHOLE DOLLARS) 
Revenue-Fund 101-41000 410,000
Fire Protection-Fund 101-42200 161,409
Economic Development- Fund 209 1,000
Road & Bridge Maintenance-Fund 215 244,630

Special Levies Outside of Levy Limits:  
Certificate of Indebtedness Pumper Truck Fund 101-
42200 

20,588

 
Lake Improvement District Fund 221-41000 14,500
2009A/1998 G.O. Utility Revenue Bond Disposal Portion-
Fund 310 

14,081

2004 Prairie Ind. Park Imp. Bond-Fund 305  3,000
City Facilities-City Hall/Fire Hall-Fund 304 215,144
City Facilities-City Hall/Fire Hall-Fund 304 Detachment 8,228
CR 82 Imp (& SJ Louis) Bond Fund 308  13,875

TOTAL NET TAX CAPACITY BASED LEVIES 
 

TOTAL CERTIFIED LEVY $1,106,455

 The motion for the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member Volkmuth 
with the following vote being taken: 
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
MAYOR REPORT – Mayor Hagen had nothing to report. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE – Member Palmer reported that the Finance Committee had also 
discussed granting a temporary pay increase to Aaron Dingmann as he has taken over 
responsibility for the Public Works Department.   They are recommending $14.34/hour, 
 Motion by Member Volkmuth, second by Member Simon, to approve a temporary 
pay increase to Aaron Dingmann to Step 6 Maintenance Mechanic ($14.34/hour) effective 
on 08/12/13. 
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS – Member Simon reported that the Public Works Committee meeting: 
MAINE PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP –  
GRAND LAKE ROAD - John Wicker was present to inquire about Grand Lake Road 
Improvement and the cost sharing of it.  Maine Prairie Township will be bidding out on a number 
of roads next year and would like to repair this one.  They spent $2800 on air patching this year of 
which the city is responsible for half the cost. 

The Township Board does not feel a repair should be on a 50/50 basis.  There is no 
benefit to MPT residents at all.   Rena will check the agreement. 

 
210th STREET – John Wicker stated that he had talked to Rick Hansen about crack filling and 
seal coating 210th Street.   MPT would go 50/50 on this one. 
 
COUNTY ROAD 138 UPDATE - Dave Blommel reported on the recent survey results.  Residents 
do not want the city taking it over and they don’t want the dead end.  Dave talked to Jodi Teich – 
if the city wants to let it go – the will keep it for now, but if the Rocori Trail wants to be there – the 
city will have to own it.  LEAVE IT BE. 

The only downside is the city could lose the $130,000 county has set aside for this. 
 
2014 IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS – Discussion was held regarding potential projects for 2014. 
Rena reported the budget for fund 215 remained the same as this year - $276,000 approximately.  
*Chestnut street and sidewalk  
*Pleasant Road 
Rausch lake road- Not many to be assessed.  
Lake Road – not many to be assessed 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – Member Simon reported that the department is falling behind 
and we need two people.  One person can only do so much and we must keep Aaron on.  Things 
are not getting done.  Take a deep look at the needs.  Take a ride with Aaron to see what needs 
to be done.   

 Member Volkmuth stated that he has heard things are not getting done.  He still sees no 
need to change to two full time people. 

 Member Willenbring reviewed the job description for PW Director and feels it needs to be 
changed.  He cited the present job description and amendment: 
The primary purpose of the position is to provide overall direction and coordination for the Public Works 
Department, to ensure quality municipal services are provided to the citizens of Rockville, which are 
consistent with the goals, objectives and policies approved by the City Council.  The Director will plan a 
hands on role in the department while ensuring the department is managed efficiently promoting a team 
oriented atmosphere where customer service is paramount. 
ESSENTIAL DUTIES 
The listed examples may not include all duties performed by all positions in this class. 
This employee will be “On Call” status during weekends and night hours for any emergencies.  
 
1. Managerial:  The duties for this position are will play a hands on role in the department, 

however, the Public Works Director will at times be required to carry out any of the clerical 
management tasks under the purview of the Public Works Department though not specifically listed 
here. 

This needs to be done first.  
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Member Willenbring reported that he did shadow Aaron last Friday and agrees with Don 
that there is an enormous amount of work.  He also feels that the rate of production of the past 
employees has not been up to par.  This had to be said and from here we move forward and have 
the position filled. 

Aaron Dingmann indicated the Duane did drive around with him on Friday and said that we 
do need two people and he did not bring that up tonight – he didn’t know why.  We do need two 
people.  Other cities the size of Rockville have two employees. 

  
ADDITONS TO THE AGENDA 

DALE HOMMERDING 401 OAK STREET - Dale Hommerding had provided a request 
for an extension of IUP issued September 2012 which allowed him to keep his 
accessory structure on the lot after his house burned down. 
 Motion by Member Volkmuth, second by Member Willenbring, to approve a one 
year extension only and then it has to be removed.   
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
NAYS: Simon 
Motion passed on a 4 to 1 vote. 

 
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S CORRESPONDENCE 
 
WASTEWATER OPERATOR LICENSE – Rena Weber reported that she did talk to a person 
from MPCA who indicated that she thinks we have 90 days to be in compliance with having an 
operator.   Upon checking with Justin Barrick, compliance officer, he indicated this was not the 
case, however, he would allow the city time to comply. 
 Discussion occurred next and it was determined that a special council meeting should be 
scheduled to speed up the hiring process and include the assessment hearing on the same 
evening.  
 Motion by Mayor Hagen, second by Member Volkmuth, to schedule a special 
council meeting on 10/2/13 at 6 p.m. for the purpose of hiring a public works director and 
also hold the final assessment public hearing at the same meeting. 
AYES:  Hagen, Palmer, Simon, Volkmuth & Willenbring 
Motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Motion by Member Volkmuth, second by Member Willenbring, to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
VERENA M. WEBER-CMC    JEFF HAGEN 
ADMINIISTRATOR/CLERK    MAYOR 
 
 


