
  
 
 

ROCKVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
January 18, 2017 

ROCKVILLE CITY HALL 
 

Item 1) Call to Order 

Item 2) Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m. by Mayor Duane Willenbring.  Roll call was taken and the 
following members were present:  Council Members; Don Simon, Rick Tallman, and Jerry Tippelt. 
   
Staff members present:  Administrator Martin Bode. 
 
Others present:  Devin Cesnik, Brian Herberg and various members of the public.  
 
 
Item 3) Temporary Recess to Council Workshop 

Workshop Agenda 

a) Council Applicant(s) Interviews (5:00 p.m. – Devin Cesnik and 5:15 p.m. – Brian Herberg) 

b) Review Resolution 2017-03 – Annual Appointments 

c) 76.41601.0200 Former Schilplin Property Special Assessments 

d) Possibly Creating an Assistant Emergency Manager Position 

Reconvene Council Meeting 

 
Item 4) Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
Item 5) Oath of Office – Elected Officials:  Mayor and Councilmembers 
Janelle Kendall, Stearns County Attorney, swore in Mayor Duane Willenbring and Councilmembers, Jerry 
Tippelt and Don Simon. 
 
 
Item 6) Approval/Additions of Agenda 

Item 3) b. Resolution 2017-03 – Annual Appointments Change 5). City Auditor to Bergan KDV (BKDV) 

 

Item 10) g. Resolution 2017-06 is added – Council needs to consider approval of Liquor License and         

  Gambling Permit 

 

Item 10) j. Add – Gambling Permit, Pleasant Lake Homeowners Association Resolution 2017-07 

 

Item 13) a.1 Payment for Sampler Project (not SCADA) 

 

Motion by Simon, second by Tippelt, to approve the agenda with amendments.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Item 7) Open Council Seat 

a) Final Selection of Candidate 

Motion by Tallman, second by Simon, to approve the resignation of Member Willenbring and 
declaring the open seat.  Motion passed unanimously. 



  
 
 

b) Resolution 2017-01 Appointment to Fill Open Council Seat 

Councilmembers voted by paper ballot to choose which candidate, Devin Cesnik or Brian Herberg, 
would fill the open Council seat.  The result was a unanimous vote for Devin Cesnik. 

Motion by Tallman, second by Simon, to approve Resolution 2017-01 appointing Devin Cesnik 
to fill the open Council seat.  Motion passed unanimously. 

c) Oath of Office of Appointed Councilmember 

Janelle Kendall, Stearns County Attorney, swore in Councilmember Devin Cesnik. 

 

Item 8) Open Forum (4) Minute Limit (No Sharing/Allotting of Minutes)  

Mary Pfannenstein, 24222 Lake Road, and Brent Lindstrom, 24145 Lake Road, presented Council a petition 
regarding special assessments for road improvements.  The petition stated the following: 
 
We the undersigned citizens and taxpayers of the City of Rockville, do hereby petition the city council of 
Rockville, MN, to immediately stop the Special Assessment Policy for a parcels frontage along city roads.  
Special assessments create major hardship in many situations and breeds discord among our citizens.  All city 
roads should be paid for fully by property taxes, MN State Statutes 471.52 gives this option.  We believe this is 
very fair as all have equal access to the roads and all benefit from them.  We also believe that under the 
current assessment policy our property values will not be increased by the proposed road improvements.  
Signed by 154 residents.  

 
Item 9) Approval of Bills Paid 

Motion by Tallman, second by Cesnik, to approve bills paid for December 2016 and January 2017.  
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Item 10) Consent Agenda:  Approved with one motion 
 

a) Approval of Rockville City Council Minutes of December 21, 2016 

b) Approve of December 2016/January 2017 Journal Entries 

c) Resolution 2017-02 Acknowledge December 2016/January 2017 Donations 

d) Resolution 2017-03 Annual Appointments 
(It was noted that the March council meeting is rescheduled to March 8th. 
Devin Cesnik, accepted the position to head up the Special Events Board.)   

e) Acknowledge Sheriff’s December 2016 Monthly Report 

f) City of Rockville Park Concession Stand 3.2 2017 Liquor License  

g) Resolution 2017-06 Fire Relief Assn – Fish Fry Raffle & 1 day on-sale liquor license 

h) Resolution 2017-04 Request for Tax Exempt Status 

i) Resolution 2017-05 Finding of Fact 

j) Resolution 2017-07 Gambling Permit, Pleasant Lake Homeowners Association  

 
Motion by Simon, second by Tallman, to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Item 11) Stearns County Attorney Janelle Kendall  

Attorney Kendall reviewed Rockville’s Prosecution Contract and 2016 Activity Report with Council.  

 
 
 



  
 
 

Item 12) Department Reports 

a) Administration 

1) Street Improvement Assessment Policy – Set Date for Town Hall Informational Meeting 

Motion by Tallman, second by Cesnik, to approve a Town Hall meeting with a target date 
of March 22, 2017 to discuss the Street Improvement Assessment Policy.  Motion passed 
unanimously.   

2) Update on 25814 Lake Road Nuisance Building 

Motion by Simon, second by Tippelt, to approve proceeding with legal action on 25814 
Lake Road.  Motion passed unanimously.   

3) EDA – Advertise for new Commission Appointments 

Motion by Tallman, second by Simon, to approve advertising for 3 new EDA commission 
appointments.  Motion passed unanimously.   

4) City Roads-Trails-Utility Advisory Committee      

Motion by Cesnik, second by Tippelt, to approve the City Roads – Trails – Utility Advisory 
Committee: 3 Board Members plus 2 Councilmembers.  Motion passed unanimously.   

5) Grinder pumps (inventory)  

Council acknowledged that Public Works will attempt to keep up to 5 grinder pumps in inventory. 

6) Daily Round’s (Water Tower) 

Council was updated on how Public Works currently monitors the water towers.  
   

7) Sewer Debt Downtown Residents, remove after July Billing  

Council was informed that the 1996 Core City Sewer Bond will be paid off in 2017 and that the 
utility debt fee on the core City residents utility bill could be removed from their bills after the July 
2017 billing. 

Motion by Tallman, second by Cesnik, to approve the removal of the sewer debt fee for 
the downtown (core) residents after the July billing.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Item 13) Council Action:   

a)  Appropriations, Allocations and Transfers 

1. Kuechle Underground – Sampler Pay Request 

Administrator Bode requested that Council action on this item be postponed per the 
Engineer’s request. 

 

Item 14) Mayor/Council Reports 

 

Item 15) Other  

a) LMC Legislative Day at the Capital, March 23 

Willenbring and Cesnik will be attending.     

b) Sauk River Project 

Willenbring provided a brief update. 

c) 5
th
 Monday Meeting, January 30, 6:30 p.m. Cold Spring City Hall 

d) Polar Plunge, February 18, 1 p.m.       



  
 
 

(Parking on North side of CR 6-across from PL Boat Landing) 

e) 2016 LID written report    

f) Stearns County Assessor’s Open Book Meeting Date 04.26.2017     

g) Greater St. Cloud Development Corporation 

Meeting will be set up with Tallman and Willenbring to further discuss.      

h) LMC Chapter 6 Elected Officials Role - FYI    
 

 
Item 16) Open Forum for Emerging Topics - (4) Minute Limit (No Sharing/Allotting of Minutes) 

 

Item 17) Future Agenda Items 

Department directors will be at the February Council meeting. 
 

Item 18) Closed Meeting 

Per State Statute 13D.05 subd. 3. (a) Employee Evaluation of City Administrator Martin Bode. 
Council recessed at 8:01 p.m.  
 
 
Item 19) Reconvene Council Meeting 
 

a) Summarize closed meeting.  
 
Reconvene Council meeting at 9:23 p.m. 
 
Mayor Willenbring provided a brief evaluation of Administrator Bode stating Bode met or exceeds the 
expectations of the city administrator’s position and that the overall rating is satisfactory plus. 

 
Motion made by Simon, second by Cesnik, to approve Administrator Bode’s evaluation.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
Item 20) Adjourn 
 
Motion made by Simon, second by Cesnik, to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Martin M. Bode 
City Administrator    


