
ROCKVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
September 9, 2020 
Rockville City Hall 

Item 1) Call to Order 
Item 2) Workshop Agenda 

a) 2021 Budget 
b) Stickney Hill 

Engineer Kannas reported that staff continues to test and monitor the new trapezoidal flume attempting 
to get it properly calibrated.  Will also be installing a larger inlet and outlet pipe to and from the flume in 
hopes of improving the reading accuracy. 

c) Maine Prairie Township Fire Contract 
d) Public Works Building 
e) Agate Beach Road Gravel 
f) Council/Public Interaction 
g) 5:45 p.m. Public Comment  

Reconvene Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.  
Item 3) Pledge of Allegiance 
Item 4) Roll Call 
Roll call was taken and the following members were present: Duane Willenbring, Bill Becker, Brian Herberg, 
Don Simon, and Jerry Tippelt.   
Staff members present: City Administrator, Martin Bode; City Attorney, Susan Dege; City Engineer, Justin 
Kannas; Public Works Director, Gene Van Havermaet; and Emergency Management Manager, Mike Hofmann.  
Others present: various members of the public. 
 
Item 5) Additions/Approval of Agenda 
Tippelt requested to add 12 a) Signs. 

Motion by Becker, second by Tippelt, to approve the agenda with the addition as noted.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Item 6) Approval of August 2020 Bills Paid 
Motion by Becker, second by Simon, to approve the August 2020 bills paid.  Motion passed unanimously.  
It was noted that Herberg abstained from check numbers 20029 and 20061. 
 
Item 7) Consent Agenda 

a) Approval Rockville City Council Minutes of August 12 and August 31, 2020 
b) Acknowledge August 2020 Building Permits          
c) Acknowledge August 2020 Sheriff’s Report 

Member Tippelt requested that the August 31, 2020 minutes include all the bids the City received for dirt work 
for the proposed new public works building on Firehall Lane, not just the bid that was approved. 

Member Herberg wanted to clarify that when he stated at the August 12, 2020 Council meeting that anyone can 
place anything and at any time in the City right-of-way without City approval is not what he really meant to say, 
but rather follow the City procedures and obtain proper permits. 

Motion by Becker, second by Simon, to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 8) Department Reports  

a) Planning Commission 

Member Becker reviewed with the Council the following Qualified Minor Subdivision application the City 
received from Jesse Johnson.  Becker noted that the Planning Commission has reviewed and approved 
the application and recommends Council consider approval as well. 

1) Resolution 2020-32 Approving of Qualified Minor Subdivision  for Jesse L. Johnson with Declaration 
of Restriction 



Staff Report 
Re:  Qualified Minor Subdivision 
        Parcel I.D. No. 76.41650.0100 - Section 29, Township 123, Range 029 
Owner: Jesse L. Johnson 
Property Address: 21956 123rd Avenue 
Request: Qualified Minor Subdivision to subdivide 2.00 +/- acre from 103.39-acre parcel. 
Relevant Information: 

1. This property is located in an A-40 zoning district. 
2. Total acreage is 103.39 +/- acres. 
3. Purpose of the application is to subdivide and then sell 2.00 +/- acres for building purposes. 
4. A Declaration of Restriction is required to restrict a minimum of 38 acres as non-buildable 

to maintain an A-40 zoning district. 
5. QMS does not require a public hearing but does require Planning Commission and Council 

approval. 
Recommendation: 
Consider approval with Declaration of Restriction. 
-- 
Motion by Herberg, second by Simon, to approve Resolution 2020-32 Approving of Qualified 
Minor Subdivision for Jesse L. Johnson with Declaration of Restriction.  Motion passed 
unanimously.   

b) Sheriff’s Report – No report.  

c) Emergency Management 
Motion by Tippelt, second by Simon, to approve the purchase of a new siren at the cost of 
$18,370.62 to be located in the area of Glacier Road and Halfman Road.  Motion passed 
unanimously.   

d) Engineering – no report. 

e) Public Works – Van Havermaet reviewed with Council recent public works activity.   
 

Item 9) Administration – No report. 
 
Item 10) Council Action 

a) Resolution 2020-33 Adoption of the 2021 Preliminary Tax Levy 

Motion by Becker, second by Simon, to approve Resolution 2020-33 Adoption of the 2021 
Preliminary Tax Levy.  Roll call vote:  AYES; Becker, Herberg, Simon, Willenbring.  NAYES; 
Tippelt.  Motion passed on a 4-1 vote.  Consensus of the Council was to request that Staff 
continue to fine tune the budget with the hope of a 1% reduction of the 2021 tax levy as compared 
to the 2020 tax levy. 

b) Remove Declaration of Restriction-Hansen Property PIN 76.42241.0200 

Administrator Bode informed the Council that the City has received another request asking if the 
Council would consider removing the Declaration of Restriction on the Hansen Property located on 
230th Street.  Bode noted that the current request as well as the previous request was for the site to 
have one residential dwelling constructed on the 16 acres. 

Member Tippelt again expressed his thoughts that in his opinion further development on 230th Street 
should be Commercial.  Mayor Willenbring concurred with Tippelt thoughts that the property would 
better serve the City of Rockville as commercial.  Member Becker noted that the City has received 
three requests for possible residential development and no commercial request.  Member Herberg 
stated he believes the proximity to 230th Street being so close to Highway 23 it would be better 
suited for commercial, however, if someone wants to rezone to RR or R-1 and build a house on it, 
so be it. 

Motion by Becker, second by Herberg, that the Council would approve the removal of 
Declaration of Restriction if the City received a request to rezone the property.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  Note, this action does not mean the Council agrees on what zoning 
district the Council would approve. 

c) Agate Beach Road Gravel 



Director VanHavermaet requested the Council to approve adding Agate Beach road to this year’s 
gravel road project.  Kraemer Excavating would do the addition at the same price that he quoted for 
Mitchell and 230th Street. 

Motion by Tippelt, second by Simon, to approve Agate Beach Road Gravel.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

d) Allocations and Payments 
1. Rockfest (close account and move balance to Parks). 
2. Payment to Rockville Fire Relief $2,000.00 (Public Works purchase Fire Dept. Suburban). 

Motion by Herberg, second by Simon, to approve the allocations and payments as presented.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Item 11) Public Hearing – Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Section 31 
a) Ordinance 2020-110 Amending Certain Sections of the City of Rockville Zoning Code 

Mayor Willenbring reviewed Ordinance 2020-110 Amending Certain Sections of the City of Rockville 
Zoning Code with Council and the public.  

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-110 
ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE CITY OF ROCKVILLE ZONING CODE 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCKVILLE STEARNS COUNTY, MINNESOTA DOES 
HEREBY ORDAIN: 
SECTION 31:  
Amend Rockville’s Zoning Ordinance SECTION 31:  ENFORCEMENT/VIOLATIONS/PENALTIES 
Subdivision 1:  ENFORCEMENT BY LEGAL or COURT ACTION 
This Ordinance shall be administered and enforced by the City Building Inspector or Zoning 
Administrator and City Council of Rockville, Minnesota.  The Building Inspector or Zoning Administrator 
may institute appropriate Legal or Court action for any violations of this Ordinance at the direction of 
the City Council and through the City Attorney as deemed necessary. 
Subdivision 2:  VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions hereof or who shall fail to comply 
with any of the provisions hereof or who shall make any false statement in any document required to be 
submitted under the provisions hereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be 
fined and imprisoned accordingly.  Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a 
separate offense.  Persons violating this Ordinance shall be responsible to pay for all staff time and 
reasonable attorney’s fees associated with enforcement of the Ordinance. 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication in the 
official newspaper. 

There being no comments offered from the public, motion was made by Tippelt, second by 
Herberg, to close the Public Hearing at 6:37 p.m.  Motion carried. 

Motion by Herberg, second by Tippelt, to approve Ordinance 2020-110 Amending Certain 
Sections of the City of Rockville Zoning Code.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Item 12) Other 
a) Sign Issue  

Member Tippelt sought input on a sign that is being replaced or repaired at the corner of Highway 23 
and County Road 47. 
Tippelt also wanted to publicly thank all those involved with this summer’s Music in the Park events held 
at Pleasant Lake Lions Park. 
 

Item 13) Adjourn 
Motion by Becker, second by Herberg, to adjourn the meeting at 6:41 p.m.  Motion carried.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Martin M. Bode 
City Administrator 


