
ROCKVILLE CITY COUNCIL LAST MONDAY OF THE MONTH MEETING MINUTES 
July 27, 2020 

Rockville City Hall 
 

Item 1) Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor Duane Willenbring.  
 
Item 2) Roll Call 

Roll call was taken and the following members were present: Duane Willenbring, Bill Becker, Brian Herberg, 
Jerry Tippelt, and Don Simon. 

Staff members present: City Administrator, Martin Bode; Public Works Director, Gene VanHavermaet; City 
Engineer, Justin Kannas; and Emergency Management Manager, Mike Hofmann. 
 
Item 3) Additions/Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Simon, second by Becker, to approve of the agenda as presented.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Item 4) 2020 Liquor License Fees 

The Council and Staff reviewed the City Liquor License fees and the effect that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on our City’s liquor establishments. 

Motion by Becker, second by Tippelt, that do to the COVID-19 pandemic, to approve waiving the 2020 
Liquor License Fees.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 5) Grand Lake Road near DNR Public Landing (No Parking Signs) 

The Council reviewed a request made by a resident that lives on Grand Lake Road near the DNR landing to 
replace the/a missing “No Parking” sign between the DNR entrance and the County Road 8 stop sign. 

Motion by Willenbring, second by Becker, to approve replacing the missing No Parking sign and 
declared that there be No Parking on Grand Lake Road between the DNR property and west to the County 
Road 8 stop sign.  Roll call vote: AYES; Becker, Herberg, Simon, Willenbring.  NAYES; Tippelt.  Motion 
passed on a 4-1 vote. 
 
Item 6) Maine Prairie Township – Fire Billing – 210th Street Project 

Fire Billing - Member Herberg reported that it was his understanding that Maine Prairie Township was going to 
reimburse the City over a three-year period and were hoping at a zero-interest cost. 

210th Street – Member Herberg stated that the project is continuing to move forward as scheduled. 
 
Item 7) Postal Addressing 

Council again reviewed its options as it relates to requesting from the USPS that all the mailing zip codes 
currently in use in the City of Rockville have the city mailing name be changed to “Rockville, MN”.  There was a 
question that if the City moves forward with this postal address change would it be voluntary or mandatory for 
residents to make this change.  Staff will make the necessary inquiries to get an answer to that question. 
 
Item 8) State Funding CARE 

Emergency Manager Director Mike Hofmann reviewed with the Council a list of COVID-19/CARE Act 
expenditures for the Fire Department totaling $192,611 (estimated). 

Motion by Tippelt, second by Herberg, to approve the estimated proposed fire department expenditures 
as it relates to the Coronavirus Relief Funds / State Funding CARES Act.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 9) Public Works Building 

The Council and Staff discussed options as it relates to constructing a new public works building on city property 
on Fire Hall Lane.  One option would be to construct a stand alone all steel building and another consideration 
would be to add onto the existing new Fire Hall.  Director VanHavermaet will look into obtaining more preliminary 
costs for both options. 
 



Item 10) Council Action 

a) Legal Invoice(s) 

Motion by Herberg, second by Willenbring, to approve payment of unpaid legal invoices that 
have/were submitted to Stickney Hill and still unpaid by Stickney.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Note, it is intended that the City will be reimbursed for these legal fees by Stickney Hill Dairy 
during the settlement process. 

b) Voss Plumbing Invoice 

Motion by Herberg, second by Becker, to approve the final payment of $10,000 to Voss Plumbing 
and Heating for the installation of the Trapezoidal Flume.  Roll call vote: AYES; Becker, Herberg, 
Simon, Willenbring.  NAYES; Tippelt.  Motion passed on a 4-1 vote.  

c) The Hideaway Bar Special Event Application (x4) 

Motion by Becker, second by Simon, to approve The Hideaway Bar special event application (4 
events) as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Item 11) Other 

a) 8945 County Road 6 

Staff reviewed with the Council the sewer hook-up for a new resident at 8945 County Road 6, and 
subsequent expenses related to that hook-up. 

• The homeowner hired a contractor to install a new grinder station. 

• At the time of installation of new grinder station, the homeowner did not have electrical or water 
service established. 

• After installation of new grinder station, it was not tested do to lack of power or water service. 

• City Public Works staff was not on site at the time the new private sewer line was tapped into 
the City Sewer Main. 

• A short time later the homeowner called the City to report his sewer was plugged. 

• The City Public Works in an attempt to address the issue installed three cleanouts on the City 
Main Sewer line and jetted between the new residence and White Oak Road. 

• After installation of the three clean outs it was discovered that the private line was plugged 
between the City sewer main line and the new grinder station. 

• Cost to the City for installing three clean-outs and jetting was $8,486.97. 

The Council acknowledges: 

• That the Homeowner should have tested his line at the time of installation. 

• City personnel should have been on site at the time of hook-up to City main. 

• The three clean-outs on the City main lines are a potential future benefit to the City. 

Council discussed sharing the cost between the City, homeowner and the contractor.  Or splitting the 
cost between the City and homeowner on a 50-50 or 60-40 split.  60 being the City share. 

Motion by Herberg, second by Willenbring to approve the City paying 100% of the cost of 
installing the three clean-outs and related jetting cost of $8,486.97.  Roll call vote: AYES; 
Willenbring, Simon and Herberg.  NAYES; Tippelt and Becker.  Motion passed on a 3-2 vote.  

b) Council conduct 

Member Becker noted his concerns that Mayor Willenbring has been violating his sensor by inserting 
himself without Council/Administrator authority into: 

• Fire Department issue 

• Solar Farm issue 

• City Hall roof repair 

• Contacting City Engineering firm 

• Not allowing Councilor Herberg discussion during a recent Council meeting 

Mayor Willenbring acknowledges he approached the Fire Chief on Fire Department property but not in 
the building, regarding in his opinion a safety issue.  Willenbring stated he believes he had Administrator 
approval to work with the Solar Company.  He did acknowledge that he reached out to the City’s 



engineering firm.  He did not recall not allowing Member Herberg discussion time during a recent Council 
meeting but apologized if it did happen. 

Council reviewed the Council’s policy that the Mayor and Councilmembers are to work through the City 
Administrator on any City related business or questions as opposed to them directly contacting 
Department Directors, City Professional Staff and or the City’s third-party vendors. 

c) Referendum 

Council discussed Member Tippelt idea of adding onto the November election ballot a referendum 
question to the voters concerning highway and bridge funding.  It was the consensus of the rest of the 
Council not to move forward with a referendum question on the November ballot concerned the voters 
might think this was another request to again raise taxes. 
 

Item 12) Adjourn 

Motion by Tippelt, second by Becker, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
10:55 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Martin M. Bode, City Administrator 


