
ROCKVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
October 10, 2018 

Rockville City Hall 

Item 1) Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Duane Willenbring.   
 
Item 2) Recess to Council Workshop 

a) Stickney Hill Utility Bill  
b) Annexation 
c) Water/Sewer Base Fee – Public Hearing Date 
d) Yellow Ribbon 

Motion by Tippelt, second by Simon to adjourn the Council Workshop.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 
Item 3) Reconvene Council Meeting 

Mayor Willenbring reconvened Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Item 4) Pledge of Allegiance 

Item 5) Roll Call 

Roll call was taken and the following members were present: Duane Willenbring, Vince Schaefer, Don Simon, 
Rick Tallman, and Jerry Tippelt. 
Staff members present: City Administrator, Martin Bode; Public Works Director, Gene Van Havermaet; City 
Attorney Susan Kadlec; City Engineer Justin Kannas; Fire Department Chief, Rodney Schaefer. 
Others present: various members of the public.  
 
Item 6) Additions/Approval of Agenda 

Administrator Bode has requested to add a Special Events Permit application.  Item to be added under 10 b.  
Also addition of Ordinance 2018-93 Rezoning Ordinance under Item 11 e4. 

Motion by Simon, second by Tallman, to approve the agenda as presented plus the additions.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Item 7) Public Comment 

Kevin Voigt, 7819 County Road 141, expressed his feeling on the need for the City subdivision moratorium to 
be extended and his opinion that the Schneider subdivision and rezoning request should be denied. 

Korla Molitor spoke regarding Item 11d.) Short Term Rental Extension and the need/desire to start booking 
reservations for next year. 
 
Item 8) Consent Agenda 

a) Acknowledge Review of the September 2018 Bills Paid 
b) Acknowledge Review of the 3rd Quarter 218 Journal Entries 
c) Approval Rockville City Council Minutes of September 12 and September 18, 2018 

Motion by Simon, second by Tallman, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Item 19) Department Reports 

a) Sheriff’s 3rd Quarter Report – Lt. Hemmesch 

It was noted that Lt. Hemmesch was tied up on a call and unable to be present at this time. 
 



Steve Soyka of the Stearns County Sheriff’s office was in the audience and was allowed to introduce 
himself to the Council and the public as a candidate for the position of Stearns County Sheriff in the 
upcoming November 2018 General Election. 
 

b) Planning Commission – Planning Commission Chair Bill Becker 

1) Resolution 2018-35 CUP/Findings of Fact Keith Eisenschenk 

Chairman Becker introduced the following Conditional Use Permit Application: 

Staff Report 
Re: Conditional Use Application in an R-1 Single Family Residential District 

Owner: Greg and Marina Voigt 
Property Address: 8945 County Road 6, Rockville MN 56369  
Parcel I.D. No. 76.42142.0066 

Request: 
Application from Keith Eisenschenk to operate a custom staining and finishing business at his 
planned principal residence and to construct the accessory structure prior to the principal 
structure, 8945 County Road 6.  Legal Description: Parcel ID 76.42142.0066, Lot(s) 001 Block(s) 
001 G AND M ACRES, Stearns Country, Minnesota. 
Section 17: R-1; Subd. 4.7 Uses the City Council determines to be substantially similar in nature, 
etc. 
Section 9: General Requirements; Subd. 2. A and B Principal Structure Required. 

Relevant Information: 
1. Property is zoned R-1 Single Family Residential. 
2. Property is 3.31 +/- acres. 
3. Concept plan was submitted and approved by the Planning Commission/Council in July 

2018. 
4. 10 notices of public hearing were sent out. 

Recommendation: 
1.  Consider approval with the following conditions: 
• Both the principle structure and accessory structure building permits must be applied 

and paid for at the same time.  Noting that each permit is valid for 180 days.  Note:   
Each permit (accessory and principal structure) is valid for and must be executed 
within 180 days. 

• No outside storage. 
• Must abide by the zoning standard as set forth in an R-1 Single Family Residential. 
• Abide by the Minnesota Basic Code regulating Health and Safety; Nuisances. 
• Maximum of four (4) employees which include Keith Eisenschenk himself. 

Following discussion, motion by Schaefer, second by Simon, to approve the Keith 
Eisenschenk Conditional Use Permit Application along with the following Finding of Fact.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

1. Not a Burden on Public Facilities. The use will not create an excessive burden on existing 
parks, schools, streets and other public facilities and utilities which serve or are proposed to 
serve the area. 

2. Compatible with Existing and Planned Adjacent Uses. That the establishment of the 
Conditional Use will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of 
surrounding vacant property for existing and planned uses in the area. 

3. No Adverse Effect on Adjacent Properties. The structure and site will not have an 
appearance, traffic, noise, odors, fumes, dust, vibration, light or emission levels or other 
features that will have an adverse effect upon adjacent properties for purposes already in use 
or permitted. 

4. Related to the Needs of the City. The use is reasonably related to the overall needs of the 
City and to existing land uses. 



5. Consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. The proposed use is in compliance with the Land 
Use Plan and other portion of the Comprehensive Plan adopted by the City. 

6. Not a Traffic Hazard. The use will not cause a traffic hazard or congestion. 
7. Adequate Parking and Loading. Is not a concern with this Conditional Use Permit. 
8. Not Detrimental to Health, Safety and Welfare. The proposed use will not be detrimental to 

the public health, safety, comfort and general welfare of the City. 
 

2) Resolution 2018-36 Qualified Minor Subdivision Custom Properties LLC 

Chairman Becker introduced the following Qualified Minor Subdivision Application for Jeffery 
Reiter dba Custom Properties, LLC: 

Staff Report 
Re:  Qualified Minor Subdivision 

Owners: Jeffery Reiter dba Custom Properties, LLC 
Property Address: 12383 234th Street 
Parcel I.D. No. 76.41835.0010 - Section 18, Township 123, Range 029 

Request to split off 1.6 +/- acres of a 4.6 +/- acres site thereby establishing a new parcel.  

Relevant Information: 
1. This property is located in a I-1. 
2. Property is 4.6 +/- acres.  
3. Split off South 1.6 +/- acres. 
4. Lot is a corner lot at the intersection of Highway 23 and County Road 82 (Broadway 

Street). 
5. Purpose is for building purposes.   
6. Future Land Use Map – Commercial Reserve.  
7. Prior to this application there was an application for Combining 2 Lots - it was approved 

and combined. Purpose of combining the lots was they couldn’t meet the side yard 
setback requirements to construct a pole building.   

8. Property owner then purchased the south parcel from the State of Minnesota and the 
County attached it to the adjacent parcel.   

9. QMS do not require a public hearing but does require Planning Commission and Council 
Approval, no notices sent out. 

Recommendations: 
1. Consider Approval 

Following discussion, motion by Tallman, second by Simon, to approve the Qualified Minor 
Subdivision Application from Jeffery Reiter dba Custom Properties, LLC.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

3) Building Permits September 2018 – information only.  

c) Emergency Management – Written Report 

d) Fire Department – Fire Chief Rodney Schaefer 

Chief Schaefer reported on the following: 

• FEMA grant has been denied. Over 10,000 departments applied for grant funding. 
• New FEMA grant opens October 1, 2018.  We will be applying for same funding with a 

few minor changes. 
• State Fire Marshal Department has a grant for washer/dryer extractor for cleaning 

firefighter gear. Application completed and delivered to city hall for their authorization 
letter to be attached for submission. Due date is October 16, 2018. 

• Grant through the Hennsley Foundation is pending for the extrication equipment 
requested. 

• Grant through DNR has been applied for this past month. 
• Fire Prevention Week is October 7-13, 2018. Theme is Be Alert, Don't Get Hurt. Practice 

Fire Safety. Jeremy Gross will be contacting Principal at Elementary School for education. 



• Fire department has responded to 77 calls so far this year. Percentage breakdown is 74% 
EMS, 8% MV with injuries, 1% MV with no injuries, 6% fires, 8% cancel in route, 1% 
hazard and 2% false alarms. Fire loss total for year is $368,452. 

• Census - Rockville 61, Maine Prairie 8, St. Joseph 1, Waite Park 1, Cold Spring 6. 
• Month of August calls were 15:  5 structure fires, 9 EMS and 1 weather watch. 
• IPad installed in rescue vehicle #8. 
• Firefighters will monitor and report any issue(s) to Brenda Lodermeier. 
• Brenda has been working with SCDS Dispatch, GIS services and I Am Responding to pinpoint 

issues with mapping and coordination of services for IPAD. 
• Department has been purchasing lnnotex Gray Hoods for each firefighter on the 

department since March 2018 (3 per month).  Hoods assist in blocking of carcinogens 
and invisible danger.  64% of LODD firefighters die of cancer exposure. 

• SOG's have been reviewed by committee and forward to Chief Schaefer for review. 
• Assistance Chief’s firefighter gear is on order due to NFPA/OSHA requirements and the 

gear being outdated. 
• All department firefighters will attend annual ERM/EMS refresher courses starting in 

November. 

e) Public Works - Public Works Director, Gene VanHavermaet 

Director VanHavermaet reviewed with Council the following: 

• Public works is flushing hydrants this week so some people may see discolored water (open 
an outside faucet on the house until the water runs clear). 

• Grass mowing is about finished for the season.  Rain gardens will be cut down. 
• A new air release valve has been installed.  It will be monitored for a short period of time so 

far it appears to have solved the problem.  Other manholes will pumped out and air release 
valves checked for leaks. 

• The purchase of the 2004 Sterling plow truck is complete.   DOT inspection found some 
items that needed to be taken care of before it passes. 

• The check valve for well #4 has been installed and is back on line. 
• Some of the equipment stored at the fire hall has been moved.  More will be done as 

time permits. 
• Work on the salt shed should begin this week, weather permitting. 
• Trucks are being prepped for the upcoming winter. 

f) Engineering Report – Justin Kannas 

1) Resolution 2018-37 Pay Request for 2018 Street Improvement Project 

Engineer Kannas reviewed with the Council Pay Application No. 2 from Central Specialties 
regarding the 2018 Street Project. 

Motion by Tallman, second by Simon, to approve Resolution 2018-37 Pay Request for 2018 
Street Improvement Project.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Item 10) Administration 

a) Ordinance Review 

Administrator Bode reported that the City Planner has finished her review of the proposed ordinance 
changes.  It is now on City Staff’s desk going through their final review adjustments.  The next step will 
be to schedule a Council workshop (possible November) for the Council to review the proposed 
changes and then a Public Hearing (possible December Council meeting). 

Motion by Schafer, second by Tippelt, to approve of having a public hearing to consider 
extending the subdivision moratorium at the November 14, 2018 Council meeting.  Roll Call 
Vote: Ayes: Schaefer, Tallman, Tippelt, Willenbring.  NAYES: Simon. 

b) Special Event Permit 



Administrator Bode reviewed with Council a Special Event Permit application from Joe and Pat Welle 
(Hideaway Bar) for road closer on December 1, 2018 to have a winter/holiday parade. 

Motion by Schaefer, second by Tallman, to approve the Special Event Permit contingent on 
approval of the County.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 

Item 11) Council Action 

a) Resolution 2018-38 LG220 Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit – St. Augusta Blizzard Busters 

Motion by Simon, second by Tallman, to approve Resolution 2018-38 LG220 Lawful Gambling 
Exempt Permit – St. Augusta Blizzard Busters.  Motion passed unanimously. 

b) Stickney Hill Utility Bill 

Motion by Tippelt, second by Schaefer, to approve the Stickney Hill Utility Bill with the 
agreement of waiving the late fees for the last two billings cycles if paid in full within 15 days 
(October 25, 2018).  If the bill is not paid within 15 days the late fees are reapplied and utilities 
will be shut off.  Motion passed unanimously. 

c) RTCB Invoice 

Administrator Bode reviewed with the Council a request from the Rocori Trail Construction Board 
(RTCB) for funds in the amount of $5,100.00.  This request from the RTCB is being made to all three 
City of the joint powers to cover the cost of track removal from two intersections.  One intersection in 
the City of Cold Spring and one here in Rockville on Mill Street.  This expense for track removal will be 
reimbursed by BNSF in the near future and the funds would then be returned to the respective Cities. 

Motion by Tallman, second by Willenbring, to approve the RTCB invoice.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

d) Short Term Rental Extension – Alex and Korla Molitor (9 months) 

Motion by Tallman, second by Schaefer, to approve of a 9 month extension of the Short Term 
Rental for Alex and Korla Molitor at 10919 Mitchell Lane.  Motion passed unanimously.  

e) Schneider Trust Preliminary Plat 

1) Resolution 2018-41 a Resolution to Rescind Council Acton of April 11, 2018 denying the 
Preliminary Plat and Rezone application of Irene Schneider Trust 

Motion by Simon, second by Willenbring, to approve Resolution 2018-41 rescinding 
Council Acton of April 11, 2018 denying the Preliminary Plat and Rezone application of 
Irene Schneider Trust.  Roll call vote:  Ayes; Willenbring, Simon, and Tallman.  Nayes; 
Tippelt and Schaefer.  Motion passed on a 3 to 2 vote. 

2) Resolution 2018-40 a Resolution Rescinding Resolution 2018-17 a Resolution adopting findings of 
fact supporting denial of the Irene T. Schneider Trust Preliminary Plat and Rezone application. 

Motion by Willenbring, second by Simon, to approve Resolution 2018-40 a resolution 
rescinding Resolution 2018-17 adopting findings of fact supporting denial.  Roll call vote:  
Ayes; Willenbring, Simon, and Tallman.  Nayes; Tippelt and Schaefer.  Motion passed on a 
3 to 2 vote. 

3) Resolution 2018-39 a Resolution Approving the Irene T. Schneider Trust Application for 
Preliminary Plat. 

Motion by Simon, second by Tallman, to approve Resolution 2018-39 Approving the Irene 
T. Schneider Trust application for Preliminary Plat.  Roll call vote:  Ayes; Willenbring, 
Simon, and Tallman.  Nayes; Tippelt and Schaefer.  Motion passed on a 3 to 2 vote. 

4) Ordinance 2018-93 Ordinance Approving Rezoning Application for Irene T. Schneider Trust. 

Motion by Simon, second by Willenbring, to approve Ordinance 2018-93 Approving 
Rezoning Application for Irene T. Schneider Trust.  Roll call vote:  Ayes;  Willenbring, 
Simon, and Tallman.  Nayes;  Tippelt and Schaefer.  Motion passed on a 3 to 2 vote. 



Item 12) Mayor/Council Reports 

a) RTCB 
b) SCMLM October 16, 2018 in Kimball.  Member Simon will try and attend. 

 
Item 13) Other 

 

Item 14) Future Agenda Items 

• Public Hearing regarding extending/continuing subdivision moratorium 
• Public Hearing regarding City Fees including water/sewer base fee. 

Motion by Schaefer, second by Tallman to rescind Council Action of September 12, 2018, action that 
removed the water base fee charge for multi dwelling units.  Roll call vote:  Ayes; Simon, Tallman, and 
Schaefer.  Nayes; Willenbring.  Motion passed on a 4 to 1 vote. 
 
Item 15) Adjourn 

Motion by Simon, second by Tippelt, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Martin M. Bode 
City Administrator 


