
ROCKVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
December 11, 2019 
Rockville City Hall 

Item 1) Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Duane Willenbring.  
 
Item 2) Recess to Council Workshop 
Workshop Agenda 

a) City Fees/Charge for Services 
b) 2020 Budget 
c) EDA - Rockville Gas and Bait 

Reconvene Council Meeting 6:00 p.m.  
 
Item 3) Pledge of Allegiance 
Item 4) Roll Call 
Roll call was taken and the following members were present: Duane Willenbring, Bill Becker, Brian Herberg, 
Don Simon, and Jerry Tippelt. 
Staff members present: City Administrator, Martin Bode; Public Works Director, Gene VanHavermaet; City 
Engineer, Justin Kannas; and City Attorney, Sue Dege.  

Others present: various members of the public. 
 
Item 5) Additions/Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Becker, second by Herberg, to approve the agenda with the removal of Item 13d) Refuse 
Hauler Licenses as noted.  Motion carried. 
 
Item 6) Public Hearing – Ordinance 2019-102 Amending City Fees/Charges 
The following citizens of the City of Rockville came forward to give brief comments; Rick Tallman, Brian Kasper, 
Carol Dittman, John Feldhege, George Bechtold, and Joel Schwinghammer. 

There being no additional comments offered from the public, motion was made by Becker, second by 
Simon, to close the public comment.  Motion passed unanimously.  Public comment closed at 6:19 p.m. 
 
Item 7) TNT Hearing 2020 Budget 
The following citizens of the City of Rockville came forward to give brief comments; Amy Grinsteiner, Jim Voigt, 
Mary Backes, Dennis Felch, Luke Greiner, Kip Cameron, Mike Skinner, Tim Byram, Rick Tallman, Frank 
Froehle, Mary Pfannenstein, Renee Holmquist, Paul Schmidt, and Bill Yackley. 

There being no additional comments offered from the public, motion was made by Becker, second by 
Herberg, to close the public comment.  Motion passed unanimously.  Public comment closed at 6:43 
p.m. 
 
Item 8) Resolution 2019-59 Acceptance of November 2019 Donations 
Motion by Simon, second by Herberg, to approve Resolution 2019-59 Acceptance of November 2019 
Donations.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 9) Approval of November 2019 Bills Paid 
Motion by Becker, second by Simon, to approve the November 2019 bills paid.  Noting that Herberg 
abstained from check #019533.  Motion passed. 
 
Item 10) Consent Agenda 

a) Approval Rockville City Council Minutes of November 13, 2019  
b) Acknowledge November 2019 Sheriff’s Report 
c) Resolution 2019-60 1 to 4 Day Temp Liquor License Rockville Fire Relief Assn 
d) Resolution 2019-61 LG220 Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit Rockville Fire Relief 



e) Appoint Public Works Director Gene VanHavermaet as WHP Manager 
f) Acknowledge November 2019 Building Permits 
g) Resolution 2019-62 2020 Annual Tobacco License Renewal 
h) Approve 2020-2021 Stearns County Attorney Prosecution Agreement 
i) Approve 2020 Stearns County Sheriffs Policing Agreement 

Motion by Becker, second by Tippelt, to approve Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Item 11) Department Reports  

a) Public Works - Director Gene VanHavermaet reviewed his written report with the Council. 

• Tree trimming along Agate beach Road has been completed. 
• The float switches we use in the grinder stations are going up 3 to 5% in price starting in January.  

In order to get a good break in the price we would need to order 150 or more.  That is not a good 
option. 

• The first plow able snowfall has been cleaned up.  Most roads have been scraped down to the 
asphalt which helps with traction and ice buildup. 

• Our new seasonal snow plow operator is working out well, there is a lot to learn, seeing as how 
spread out Rockville is. 

b) Engineering Report – City Engineer, Justin Kannas, Bolton & Menk  

1) Sales Tax – provided an explanation of the implementation process to use a local sales tax as an 
additional revenue source for funding road projects. 

2) State Bonding – formal process deadline has passed.  Currently working with Senator Jeff Howe. 
 

Item 12) Administration 
 
Item 13) Appropriations, Allocations, Transfers and/or Actions 

a) Council Action 

b) Ordinance 2019-102 Amending City Fees 

Motion by Becker, second by Herberg, to approve Ordinance 2019-102 Amending City Fees as 
presented. 

Motion by Willenbring, second by Tippelt, to amend the previous motion by removing the water 
fee portion for separate consideration. 
Roll call vote: Ayes; Willenbring, Tippelt.  Nayes; Becker, Simon, Herberg.   
Motion to amend failed on a 2 to 3 vote. 

Roll call vote on the Main motion to approve Ordinance 2019-102 as presented:  Ayes; Becker, 
Simon, Herberg.  Nayes; Willenbring, Tippelt. 
Motion passed on a 3-2 vote. 
Note the effective date of the fee schedule is January 1, 2020 except the water sewer fees will be 
effective with the March 2020 billing for the January/February usage. 

c) Resolution 2019-63 Adopting 2020 Budget and 2020 Tax Levy 

Motion by Willenbring, second by Simon, to approve Resolution 2019-63 Adopting the 2020 Tax 
Levy of $1,660,286.00 and the 2020 Budget. 
Roll call vote:  Ayes; Becker, Willenbring, Simon, Tippelt.  Nayes; Herberg. 
Motion passed on a 4-1 vote. 

d) Item removed from agenda. 

e) Resolution 2019-64 Accepting Dave Meyer Planning Commission Resignation 

Motion by Herberg, second by Tippelt, to approve Resolution 2019-64 Accepting Dave Meyer 
Planning Commission Resignation.  Motion carried.  

 
Item 14) Future Agenda Items  
 
Item 15) Closed Meeting - Per State Statute 13D.05 subd. 3(a) Employee Evaluation of City Administrator 



Council recessed the regular Council meeting at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Item 16) Reconvene Council Meeting – Summarize Closed Meeting – Action Items 
Reconvene council meeting at 8:07 p.m. 

a) Summarize Closed Meeting 

Mayor Willenbring stated that the City Council per State Statute 13D.05 subd. 3(a) completed an 
employee evaluation of City Administrator Martin Bode and Mr. Bode received an overall evaluation in 
the range of excellent to satisfactory. 
 

Item 17) Adjourn 
Motion by Becker, second by Tippelt, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Martin M. Bode 
City Administrator 


